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PALAEONTOLOGICAL HERITAGE COMMENT: 

 

NEW LAYOUT FOR THE PROPOSED DASSIESRIDGE WIND ENERGY 

FACILITY NEAR UITENHAGE, CACADU DISTRICT, EASTERN CAPE 
 

 

The new layout for the proposed Dassiesridge Wind Energy Facility has been compared to the original 

layout in terms of potential impacts to local palaeontological heritage resources. The principal changes 

involve: 

 

 The access road to WTG 40 in the SE sector of the study area; 

 The access road between WTG 66, 3 and 4 in the NW sector of the study area. 

 An extra 10 turbine points in the layout (i.e. this has been increased from 60 to 70) but, 

 as per the project description, only between 42 and 47 points will actually be built. 

 

The first two changes listed, referring to access roads to wind turbines, will probably reduce the 

potential negative impacts on fossiliferous bedrocks in the two palaeontologically sensitive areas 

outlined in Figure 62 of my original palaeontological heritage assessment report for the Dassiesridge 

WEF (Almond 2014). Since the number of wind turbine positions in the final layout will not be 

increased, and these are for the most part located in areas of low palaeontological sensitivity, the 

addition of 10 potential turbine points is not regarded as significant in palaeontological heritage terms. 

 

It is concluded that the recommendations made in my original palaeontological heritage assessment 

report for the Dassiesridge WEF still stand, namely:  

 

Given the low palaeontological sensitivity of the majority of the Dassiesridge WEF study area, 

specialist palaeontological mitigation is only recommended within the two small areas shown on 

Fig. 62 herein, pending the discovery elsewhere of substantial new fossil remains during 

construction. Once excavations for infrastructure such as access roads and wind turbine footings 

within these two sensitive areas are opened, they should be inspected for fossil remains by a 

professional palaeontologist. Mitigation would normally involve the scientific recording and 

judicious sampling or collection of fossil material as well as associated geological data (e.g. 

stratigraphy, sedimentology, taphonomy).  
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During the construction phase all deeper (> 1m)  bedrock excavations should be monitored for 

fossil remains by the responsible Environmental Control Officer (ECO). Should substantial fossil 

remains - such as vertebrate bones and teeth, fossil shell beds or petrified logs of fossil wood  - be 

exposed during construction, the responsible Environmental Control Officer should safeguard 

these, preferably in situ, and alert ECPHRA (i.e. The Eastern Cape Provincial Heritage Resources 

Authority. Contact details: Mr Sello Mokhanya, 74 Alexander Road, King Williams Town 5600; 

smokhanya@ecphra.org.za) as soon as possible so that appropriate action can be taken by a 

professional palaeontologist at the developer’s expense.  These mitigation recommendations 

should be incorporated into the Environmental Management Plan (EMP) for the Dassiesridge 

WEF. 
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